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A Christian’s Real Enemies 

 

     In our gospel today Jesus painted a really grim picture for all who want to be His 

followers. He told them what they could expect was - no matter where they went - they 

would be persecuted even by the members of their own family. The family would turn 

against them because of this new faith in Jesus. Still, if they put their trust in Jesus and 

held on to the end, they would be really great in all eternity. 

     Now, when we look at how Christians are treated in today’s world, we have to admit 

we have never experienced the kind of persecution that the early church went through. 

That doesn’t mean we don’t have our problems. No, we have some, too. However, fear 

of being thrown into jail, fed to the lions, nailed to a tree or burnt at the stake are not 

among them. 

     No, our fears and dangers are to be found in the kind of society we find ourselves in 

today. It is a society where God is not given the time of day. In our everyday life, He 

just can’t find any room. 

     Today we have terrific temptations to worship greed, power and sexual exploits. 

What at one time was done behind closed doors is now done in the open. It is not just 

on TV or in the movies that this is found. Today it is part of real life…from the lowest to 

the highest places of society. It’s an all-out was against the principles of Christ. And our 

greatest danger lies in the fact most of us are not aware of the danger. 

     Sin has been made to look like virtue. This is the normal 21st century way of looking 

at things. 

     The early followers of Jesus were quite aware of where danger was to be found and 

who were the real enemies. Today it is much harder to see them. So, when Jesus tells us: 

“I am sending you out like sheep among wolves,” He was really telling us: We are 

really living among the wolves and our main trouble is these wolves are all 

camouflaged. It is only those who stick to Christ who will be able to see them. But if we 

stay with Jesus, we will be protected. And we will be saved.    

     

*Inspired by Matthew 10:16-23 


